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XXVIL ^art of a Letter from Francis Nevill, 
Efq-j to the ^ght ^yerend the Lord ^iJJ7op of 
Clogher, contatning a Relation of feVeral Urns 
and Sepulchral Monuments lately found in Ire- 
land- 

Eelturhf^ D:ctmb. 5. 1712. 
Mj Lord, 

HEN Biftiop Hopkins was Biftiop of Rafhoe^ 
there was a Whale caft on the Ifland Dowey^ 
which belongs to the Biftioprick; which Ifland is 
about Ten Miles beyond Cajile-doi. This Whale car- 
ried me into thofe wild Parts of the County of Dofine^ 
gal ^ and whilft I was in that Ifland, and in another 
adjacent call'd Innls Bofin^ which did likewiie belong to 
the Bifboprick, I faw feveral Whales playing for feve- 
ral Days together in that Sea. The Whale that was 
caft afhore was but a fmall one, 50 Foot long : It was 
of that kind that hath the Whalebone in the Roof of 
the Mouth. 

When I came back to CaJIle^doe, I was told of an Urn 
that was found within a Mile of that Places vihere I 
went, and met with the Mao that had found the fame. 
He carried me into a little Ifland, furroanded with Bog, 
where his Cabin ftood : The Ifland was very dry^ lighr^ 
findy Ground, which he had plowed: The Plow run- 
ning in fome Places over flat Stones covered above with 
Earth, made the Man curious to fearch ; and the 
rather becaafe he was a Clothier by Trade, he wanting 
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a flat Stone to make him a Hotprefs (for fo they do, 
who want an Iron Plate to Prefs their Cloth on.) In 
taking up the Stone he found a Cavity under it, 
which I believe may be cail'd a Sepulcher, or Tomb : 
In it he found an Ura, which he broke, becaufe nothing 
was in it but Bone ; and Allies. In ihe fame Tomb there 
were fome Bones of one about ten or twelve Years old. 
The Tomb ftood E. and W:theil-rn was found in the 
W-^ft end, it was the fmalleft Urn I have (een^but the Ca- 
vit wherein it lay was near 5 foot long, two foot and a 
halt ^oad, and about the fame depth : it was made up of 
fix fOv fe flag Stones, viz. one on each fide^ one at the 
Head^ . aother at the Foot, one above and one below : 
The Bones were much waited, and but few of chem. 
Whilft I ftaid there, we opened three more, which the 
Man quickly found out, becaufe he had made his marks 
by the Plow* Thefe three were much larger than the 
former; one of the three was near the Center of the 
Ifland, and biggeft of all ; but al! alike made. There 
was no Urn in either of them, and but Bones in one, 
which was the biggeft. The Bones feem'd to be of a 
Man of an ordinary Stature : If there had been any in 
the other two they were confumed* The Man told me 
he did believe there were more ; but I had not time to 
make a further fearch. This feem'd to be a common 
Burying Place, there being fo many of that kind of 
Tombs in ir; and one may gather from thence, that at 
that lime they burnt fome, and others they did not; 
becaufe here was an Urn found with Bones burnt, and 
there were Bones unbumt. This iflaod is fituate on an 
Ifihmm about half a Mile over^ between the Bay of Drm- 
fannaghan and the Logh of Kmrnvier^ near to Lieut. 
General Hamlm/s Hoofe 

There v;ere three the like Urns found in three fmall 
Stone Chefts, under a great li^rn, or heap of Stones, 
near to Ban Bridge la the Couotv of Doivm ^ which 
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heap being removed to help to build that Bridge, they 
were difcover'd. 

There were the like Urns found near Omagh in the 
County of Tyrone^ in the like Chefts, under two heaps 
of Stonesj which were removed to build fome Houfes 
in the ftid Town* 

There was one Urn found in a little fandy Hill near 
Cookflon on the Road to U^on in the County of Tyrone i 
It was covered with a great rude Lime-Stone 5 which 
being rcoioved in order to made Linie, the Urn was 
difcovered in a Hole cncompafs'd Vv^ith fix Stones of 
equal bignefs, which made a Hexagon, in which the 
Urn ftood. The Water that had fallen on the Urn from 
the Lime-Stone, or the Air condenfing, had petrify'd, 
and made a Stony cruft on the cutfide thereof. There 
were fome Bones and Allies found in it. Sir Robert Staples 
had the Urn and gave it to me^ which I defigned for 
the College 5 but the Fellow I intrufted to carry it broke 
the fame, and fo my defign fail'd. 

ht Dungmnon m the fame County, a Servant of mine 
working in a Sand-t^it near the Towti, ftruck on an Urn, 
which was the largeft I ever faw. It was found with 
the Month wbelm'd downw^ard, the Bones and Afhes on 
a flat Stone, and the Urn €o%^ering them : It would have 
held about three Quarts, and had been better burnt in 
the; Fire than the/ oOjally are % But. this\met with the 
fate oi others 5 it was broke by the Spade before the 
Mao was aware, siod had no Stooes about it as toe others, 
but was bury'd m the Earrh about a Foot under Ground* 
As they dog the ^ank for Sand^ the Place where the 
Carcafs was burnt was difcovered b? the Coals and 
piec^ of Booes^ which fprcad a great way, about a foot 
under Ground. 

Near to the fame Town, on hit. Knox % Eftate, in a 
Town-land call'd Killtmnlh' (which io English is Low- 
icj CelJj or Lowfey Boryiog-Pkce) there are on the 

top 






w 



(^55 ) 

top of the Hill two Circles of dry Stone about 20 Yards 
in Diaaieter each 5 they meet on two fides and make 

the Figure of Eight, I fuppofe when firft form'd they 
made a dry Wall for two diftinct Borying-Piaces, one 
for ^ the Men, the other for the Women-, or rather two 
llepofitories fc^r Urns. One James Eamilton, who farm'd 
the Ground from Mr, Kmx^ wantjog Scones to baild a 
Hoofej drew oil mo(i of them irorn this Place. Whea 
lie had enter d vvithin oae o£ the Circl^^s^ he tbuod 
three llrns 10 three ieverai Holes, fcn about wkh fi% 
Stones^ and covered with Bat Stones^ and other Stones 
thrown on the Top ^ he broke whu he fouad^ not 
finding what he expefted. Mr, Kmhx and I went there 
to fee the Piace^ and fav/ the Holes and broken Urns 5 
but the Man s Hoole being iiniih'd, there wtre no more 
found 'y but I am perfwaded there are many more^becaufe 
thefe three were found near together. The Poor Mam 
met with an Accident of Fire in his Mault-Houfe, which 
did him great Damage ^ the Ir//7j attributed it to his ta- 
king thofe Stones to build his Houfe, which they caird 
Holy, tho' they knew nothing of its being a Borying- 
Place till thus difcover'd. 

On the fame Hili about thirty Yards diftaoce to the 
Eaftward of thefe Circles, upon fearch we found the 
Altar wkereon they ufed to burn their Dead, over-gro¥/n 
with Earth and green Sod, which we caufed to be un- 
covered •• It was made of dry Stone, eight Foot long 
and four Foot broad, the Coals and Bones freflb among 
the Stones, and the Stones burnt with Fire. At the 
Eaft end of this Altar there was a Pit, which wm 
hkewife over-grown with Earth and green Sod^ wbicl: 
we open'd, and found it to be the Receiver, when 
they fwept in all that remained on the Altar after 
Burning, We iearch'd deep^ and the fubftance was all 
alike, black and greafy : It had tinged the Hill in a 
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fir 2 it Line from the Pit to the bottom of the Hill 5 and 

iiicovcfd it felf to our View^ the Land being then 
plough d. 

I (hall add only one more that I have feen, befides 
the manj^ that are yearly difcover'd ^ to fhew that this 
was the Way the Irffh had for Burying in Heathen 
time, though the People kriovy nothing of it by Hiftory 
or Tradicion. 

In the County of Farmanagh^ upon a Hill over Wattle- 
Bridge, there has been a mighty Heap of Stones, the 
Bafis incirckd v/ith very large Stones (landing on end. 
This Heap has been removed to pave our Ways, and 
build that Bridge ; under which there were fome Urns 
foond in Stone Coffins, and I believe there are fome re- 
maining* Thefe were, I fuppofe, the Urns of fome 
great Perfonages. The Heap wos Co big, and the Stones 
about it fo large and fo many, that if coft great Pains to 
bring them thcvc : Or perhaps there might have been a 
Fight there, and fome of the great Officers might have 
their Bones interred there? and the Army made that great 
Work over them 5 for it feem'd to be a Work done by 
many, T have fecnfeveral fuch Heaps in thisKingdom^ 
and I doubt nor bat they are all Monuments for the 
Dead, I am, d^c. 

Fran. N e v 1 l l. 
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